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| Concluded at SEVILLE on the Ninth 
of November, 1729, N. . 
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Sed videt ingratos, iutabeſcitgue videndo, | 
Succeſſus hominum carpitque et carpitur And W 
Suppliciumque ſuum eſt. | 
Aflatuque ſus Populos, Urbeſque, Domoſque 
Polluit : et tandem Tritonida conſpicit Arcem 
Ingeniis, Opibuſq; et teſts pace virentem: 

Vixq; tenet lacrymas, quia nil lacrymabile cernit, 
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OBSERVATIONS 
UPON THE 


Treaty of Peace, Union, Friend- 
ſhip, and Mutual Defence, be- 
tween the Crowns of GRE AT- 
BRITAIN, FRANCE, and SPAIN, 
concluded at SEVILLE, Nov. 9, 


1729, N. &. 
|| diſcredit the Treaty with Spain, 

even before they had ſeen it. It 
was a natural Conſequence of the Efforts 
they had made to prevent it, before it 
was concluded. They flatter d them- 
ſelves with the Hopes of a burthenſome 
War, and they are diſappointed by the 
Concluſion of an advantageous Peace. 
But their Conſternation, great as it is, 
is not to be pitied, ſince it is a ſure 
Mark of our Happineſs. They are like 
thoſe Wretches that live upon dangerous 
A 2 Coaſts 


Am not in the leaſt ſurpriz d at the 
Pains ſome People have taken to 


14: 


Coaſts, whoſe Profit ariſes from Wrecks, 
who ſubſiſt by the Calamities and Mis- 
fortunes of their Fellow Creatures ; and 
whole Affliction is conſequently a hap- 
py Token of Calm and Serenity. 

I muſt own I am ſo thoroughly con- 
vinc'd of the ill Intentions of theſe Men, 
and of the unworthy corrupt Motives 
on which they act, that I cannot kelp 
rejoycing at this Diſappointment, which 
has at once deſtroy'd all the pleaſing Pro- 
ſpects of Power and Revenge with 
which they had for ſome time flatter'd 
themielves. And ſurely if any thing 
could add to the Pleaſure which every 
honeſt Engl;hman muſt feel upon ſo joy- 
ful an Occaſion, it muſt be the Damp 
it has ſtruck upon the Spirits and Coun- 
ſels of thoſe who have ſo long labour'd 
to retard and obſtruct the Scene of pub- 
lick Felicity, which now ſhews itſelf to 
Us to the utter Confutation of all the 
Objections rais'd againſt the Meaſures 
that have brought about this happy 
Event. 

The Diſputes which were laſt Win- 
ter carried on with reſpect to the public 
Negociations, are {till freſh in every 
body's Memory; and it is not at all ne- 
ceſſary to repeat the particular Argu- 

| ments 
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ments which were then us'd ; yet this 
is certainly worth recollecting, as what 
was then objected with ſo much Truth 
to the Writers againſt the King's Mea- 
ſures that it has never recciv'd a ſatisfa- 
ctory Anſwer, That they not only en- 
deavour'd by the moſt groundleſs Inſi- 
nuations and Aſſertions to raiſe Preju- 
dices in the Minds of his Majeity's Sub- 
jects, but even went ſo far as to ſuggeſt 
ſuch Arguments to our Enemies, as were 
moſt likely to prevent their Acceptation 
of thoſe Terms which alone could at 
that Time have ſecur'd our National 
Intereſts. And indeed it was not at all 
wonderful, that Thoſe who, in order to 
promote the Succeſs of their pernicious 
Schemes, had lcagu'd themſelves with 
One ſo infamous for betraying his Coun- 
try, and for the ungrateful Returns he 
has conſtantly made to all who have ei- 
ther emp/oy'd or protected him, ſhould, 
for the fame Ends, make no Scruple of 
adopting his Morals and Maxims, and 
o openly declare themſelves in Favour 
of any Power which, they then flatter'd 
themſelves, would be moſt willing, as 
well as beſt able, to ſecond their ill De- 
ſigns upon this Nation. | 

The 
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The Point then labour'd was, as I 
before hinted, to prevent the Conclu- 
ſion of the Proviſional Treaty; and this 
was to be done by furniſhing Spain with 
Arguments to juſtify their ſeizing and 
detaining the South Sea Company's Ef- 
fects, and their Depredations upon our 
Merchants in the Weſt Indies. What 
Impreſſion was really made at the Court 
of Madrid by theſe treacherous and ill- 
grounded Suggeſtions, 1s now needleſs to 
enquire ; ſince by the late happy Change 
of Affairs, all ſuch malicious Inſinuations 
are become inſignificant, his Majeſty 
having ſooner found a Diſpoſition to 
Peace and Reconciliation in a Foreign 


Power, engaged in oppoſite Intereſts, 


than in theſe Domeſtick Enemies to his 


Perſon and Government. | 

It cannot certainly be expected that 
the ſame Perſons, who were ſo much 
alarm'd at the Negociations, and appre- 
hended ſo many ill Conſequences to 
themſelves from the Concluſion of a Pro- 
vi/onal Treaty, ſhould ſhew leſs Con- 
cern and Diſappointment upon the News 
of a ſolid and /aſting Peace, or ſhould be 
leſs alert and active in their Endeayours 
to prevent its becoming General. And 
indeed, ſince the Treaty of Seville is be- 


yond 
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yond the Reach of their moſt artful 
Malice, ſince the States General have 
acceded to it, and one more Acceſſion 

might compleat the Diſgrace of theſe 
Patriots, and the Happineſs of their Coun- 
try; it will be but conſiſtent with their 
Character, and we may moſt certainly 
expect, that they will now apply their 
whole Skill and Invention to find out 
ſuch Reaſons as may beſt ſerve to divert 
his Imperial Majeſty from becoming a 
Party to theſe Engagements. 

In order therefore to ſhew what Kind 
of Behaviour we are to expect from 
them, I ſhall juſt take Notice of ſome 
falſe Inſinuations they have already let 
fall with Regard to this Treaty, which 
they could not at that 'Time have poſ- 
ſibly ſeen, © and of the Contents of which 
they would perſuade us, that the Direc- 
© tors of a Company extremely intereſted 
in the Conſequences of this Treaty were 
© equally ignorant, tho' thoſe Directors had 
© ſeen and: approved them. It is evident 
that theſe Inſinuations proceeded rather 
from their Wiſhes, than from their Belief 
tat they were true: and that theConcern 
they affected upon this Occaſion, for the 
Security of our National Intereſts, was to 
be attributed to nothing but their Ap- 
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prehenſions that thoſe Intereſts were but 
too well ſettled and /ecured. 

It has lixewile been hinted, that the 
ſecuring of the Succeſſion of Don Carlos 
in Italy by Spanih Garriſons, (which 
makes one of the principal Stipulations 
of the new Treaty) is a Step that may 
prove dangerous to the Peace of Europe, 


and that the Emperor in particular is ob- 


liged in Intereſt to prevent its taking 
Effect. At the ſame time they have 


ventured to produce it as an Inſtance of 


Inconſiſtency in the Proceedings of the 
Adminiſtration, that they are now (as 
theſe Gentlemen ſuppole) taking Mea- 
ſures to promote that very Succeſſion, 
which they formerly repreſented as dan- 
gerous; not reflecting that the Altera- 
tion of ſeveral Circumſtances has entirely 
removed thoſe Apprehenſions, which 
were at that Time but too well foun- 
ded; and further there can be no Incon- 
ſiſtency in conſenting to Don Carlos's 
Succeſſion to the Dominions of Tuſca- 
zy and Parma, ſince that Point had al- 
ready been conſented to and eſtabliſhed 
by the Quadruple Alliance : However, 
I will venture to fay, that whatever 
Fault may juſtly be found with the Qua- 
Jraple Alliance, there can be no _ 
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Objection made to that Part of it which 
allots the Dutchies of Tuſcany and Par- 
ma to Don Carlos; the preſent Poſſeſ- 
ſors of thoſe Countries having no Heirs 
Male, and there being little or no Hopes 
of their ever having any: Had that 
Succeſſion been left open, all Italy, con- 
ſidering the Strength and Influence of 
thoſe Dominions which the Emperour 
has already got Poſſeſſion of in that 
Country, muſt in all Probability have 
fallen into his Hands, or at leaſt into ſuch 
Hands as muſt have had an entire Depen- 
dency on him. And this ſeems to be the 
Opinion of the Body of the Inhabitants 
in thoſe Countries: For by all the Ad- 
vices from thence, there never did ap- 
pear greater Joy and Satis faction in Peo- 
ple of all Orders and Ranks upon any 
Occaſion, than was obſerved there upon 
the News of the Treaty of Seui//c's be- 
ing ſigned. 

As to this Nation, it has already ſuſ- 
ficiently contributed to the aggrandizing 
of his Imperial Majeſty in that Part of 
the World, and has for ſome Years 
paſt felt, and may ftill feel in a yet 
more ſenſible Manner, the Returns of 
his Ingratitude. But whether the Gen- 
tlemen approye or diſapprove of this 
2 Sue- 


10 
Succeſſion, they cannot charge it as 4 
Fault of this Treaty. I do not pretend 
to be able to form any Judgment how 
far the Counſels at Vienna may be in- 
fluenced by their Sggeſtions, T am not 
at all acquainted with the Intentions of 
that Court as to this Particular, and I 
have very little Reaſon to expect any 
Information from Zhence, having never 
dealt in their Honourable Trafick of 
tranſmitting Intelligence from hence thi- 
ther. Only thus much I will venture 
to athrm, that his Imperial Majeſty can- 
not reaſonably take Offence at this Sti- 
pulation, being himſelf under previous 
Engagements to make it effectual: For 
theie Gentlemen ought to remember, 
that the Territories of Tuſcany and Par- 
aud were yielded to Don Carlos by the 
Quadruple Alliance ; and that the Em- 
perour has in Conſequence of that Treaty 
already given Him the Eventual Inveſti- 
tures of thoſe Dutchies, for which his 
Imperial Majeſty had, and ſtill poſſeſſes, 
the Kingdom of Sicily, as an Equivalent: 
Neither can the Variation made by the 
preſent Treaty of Spaniſh inſtead of Swy/s 
Garriſons, juſtify, in Reaſon and good 
Senſe, his Imperial Majeſty's not con- 


ſenting to it, unleſs he can ſhew that 
he 
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he may be prejudiced by that Alterati- 
on; for it is to be ſuppoſed that it has 
always been his Intention to make good 
the Engagement which he laid himſelf un- 
der by the Quadruple Alliance, in favour 
of Don Carlos's Succeſſion; and the only 
Queſtion now is, whether this Variation 
will make that Engagement more effec- 
tual or not? If it makes it more effec- 
tual, it would be inconſiſtent with his 
Imperial Majeſty's good Faith to oppoſe 
it; if otherwiſe, he ought not to com- 
plain of it in that View. If he has, as 
theſe Gentlemen ſeem to think, an In- 
clination to defeat that Succeſſion, whe- 
ther this Alteration be really for the 
Advantage of SHain or not, I do not pre- 
tend to decide; but all who were acquain- 
ted with this Tranſaction, were at a Loſs 
to know why his Catholic K Majeſty pre- 
terr'd Spaniſb to Swi/s Garriſons. It is 
no Reflection upon the Troops of any 
Nation to ſay, that in Courage and Pi- 
delity the Szw7/s are inferior to none; 
and their Officers are remarkable for 
keeping their Companics compleat ; and 
in this particular the Situation of their 
Country would have made them preſe- 
rable to the Troops of any other Na- 
tion, And had the King of $9477 de- 
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termined to make Uſe of Swwy/s Garri- 
{ons for this Service, another very great 
Advantage would have accrued to Dor 
Carlos, from the Influence which the 
raiſing ſo conſiderable a Body of Troops 
in Swfcrland muſt have created in that 
Country, in favour of his Succeſſion. 
Beſides, the States General having never 
acceded to the Quadruple Alliance, one 
third even of the Szwi/s Garrifons would 
have been in the Pay of the King of 
Sbain. 

As to the Spaniſb Garriſons, they are 
as ſtrictly obliged by this Treaty, as the 
neutral ones were to have been, not to 
interfere in any manner with the Go- 


vernment of thoſe Countries, but to 


confine themſelves barely to keeping 
Poſſeſſion of the Places committed to 
their Care; and the Emperor can be un- 
der no Apprehenſions of Danger on this 
Head, having conſtantly, in the Neigh- 
bourhood of thoſe Garriſons, a Number 
of Troops more than ſufficient to awe 
and check them, ſhould they think 
of exceeding the Bounds preſcribed them; 
and he can, without doubt, as eaſily keep 
them in order as he could the Swy/s. 
It is therefore, in my Opinion, undenia- 


ble, that the Emperour cannot, in Juſ- 
| tice, 


IM 
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tice, refuſe to joyn in this Treaty on 
Account of this Variation : And it is e- 
qually manifeſt, that any Miniſter would 
have deſerved the ſevereſt Puniſhment, 
who ſhould have adviſed the King to 
have deferred, for one Month only, the 
Accommodation of our Differences with 
the Court of Spain, for the Sake of this 
Alteration ; eſpecially ſince, by the Man- 
ner in which this Affair is now ſettled, 
we are freed from the Engagement we 
were before under, of paying, till ſuch 
Time as thoſe Stipulations in the Qua- 
druple Alliance ſhould take Effect, one 
third Part of the Expence which would 
have been requiſite for maintaining neu- 
tral Garriſons in the Dutchies of 7Tu/- 
cany and Parma. | am perſwaded the 
World will, upon the whole, own that 
His Majeſty and his Allies have acted 
very generouſly with Regard to the 
Emperour, ſince, inſtead of reſenting the 
ungrateful Part the Court of Vienna has 
acted towards His Majeſty and this Na- 
tion, they have once more put it in his 
Imperial Majeſty's Power to make his 
Peace upon ſaſe and honourable Terms, 
without any Diminution either of his 
Rights or Poſſeſſions. But if the Court 
of Vienna ſhall be ſo ill adyiſed as to 
| refuſe 
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refuſe theſe Offers, They alone ought to 
be anſwerable for the Miſchiefs they will 
in all probability bring upon themſelves; 
and it is hardly to be imagined that they 
will find any Allies to ſupport them in 
ſo wild and unjuſtifiable an Oppoſition 
to Meaſures that have been concerted 
by Powers of ſuch Weight and Conſide- 
ration, as thoſe who have joined in this 
Treaty for the publick Tranquility. 

To quiet the Uneaſineſſes of theſe 
Gentlemen, and to rid them of thoſe 
terrible Apprehenſions they ſeem to be 


under leaſt us ſo long look'd for Peace 


{ould have left our foreign Acquiſitions 
in an uncertain and precarious Condi- 
tion, I ſhall beg Leave to obſerve to 
them, that as by the firſt Article of this 
Treaty all former Treaties and Conven- 
tions between the contracting Parties 
are renew'd and confirm'd, in the fame 
Manner as if they were actually inſerted 
Word for Word in this; it is evident that 
we have here a very full Acknowledge- 
ment on the Part of $pazz, of our Right 


to Gibraltar, and the Iſland of Minorca, 


which was acquired by the Treaty of U- 
trecht, and has been confirmed to us by 
ſeveral ſubſequent Treaties. But the 


ſecond Article ſtill goes farther, and by 
it 


I 
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it the King of Spain himſelf gives his 
Majeſty his Guaranty, for all his King- 
doms, States and Dominions, in whatſo- 
ever Part of the World they are ſituated, 
and conſequently for the Poſſeſſion of 
theſe very Places. This Guaranty is 
given abſolutely, upon the Foot of for- 
mer Treaties, without any Reſervation 
for a ſuture Diſcuſſion of any Pretenſi- 
ons whatſoever, either at a Congreſs, or 
before Commiſſaries. So that I may 
defy theſe Gentlemen, or any body cle, 
to ſhew in what Manner thoſe Foreign 
Acquiſitions can be more effectually ſe- 
curcd. 

As our Poſleflions are thus ſecured to 
us beyond all Poſſibility of Doubt or 
Cavil, ſo all our Privileges and Adyan-- 
tages in Commerce are reeſtabliſned up- 
on the Foot of former 'Treatics ; and it 
is likewiſe with great Satisfaction that Y 
obſerve, that the utmoſt Regard has 
been ſhewn towards the Loſſes which our 
Merchants may (not only for theſe few 
Years laſt paſt, but at any Time ſince 
the Treaty of Utrecht) have ſuſtained. 
His Majeſty's tender Concern for his 
Trading Subjects, who have certainly a 
Riglit to his peculiar Care and Protection, 
is the more ro be applauded, becauſe it 


has 


(16) 
aas irequently been their hard Fate to 
be the Victims of National Quarrels, 
and to be left, at the Concluſion of a 
Peace, without any Compenſation for 
the Calamities which the preceding Di- 
ſturbances had brought upon them. It 
is therefore the moſt ſenſible Pleaſure to 
me, to reflect, that by the Articles of 
this Treaty our Mcrchants are entitled to 
Reſtitution of all Ships and Effects that 
have at any time been taken from them 
ſince the Period above- mentioned, con- 
trary to the Treaties of Utrecht, or any 


other Treaties which ſubſiſted between 


England and Spain to this very Day, 
which is the Point I ſhall now proceed 
to prove. 

By the firſt Article (as I before ob- 
ſerved) all former Treaties and Conven- 
tions of Peace, Friendſhip, and Commerce, 
are, without any Exception, renewed 
and confirm'd, in as ample Manner, as 
if they had been inſerted Word for Word, 
His Catholick Majeſty promiſing 20 
to do any thing himſelf, or even ſuf- 


fer any thing to be done, that may be 


contrary thereto direfly or indireftly. 

By the ſecond our Poſſeſſions, and 
all our Privileges and Rights of Com- 
merce, are guaranteed to us. 


By 
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By the fifth 7mmediate Reparation 
is promis'd for thoſe Depredations which 
have been made upon our Trade, in 
Europe fince the Time preſcrib'd by the 
Preliminaries for the Ceſſation of H 
tilities there, as likewile for all Da- 
mages ſuffer d by the Subjects of Eng- 
land in the Weſt-Indies fince the Ar— 
rival of the King of Spain's Orders at 
Cartagena. 

'The ſixth Article declares, and that 
without any Limitation as to the Re- 
troſpect, that all Seizures of Ships and 
Effects made at Sea, in Europe, 70 
the Time preſcrib'd by the Preliminaries 
for the Ceſſation of Hoſtilities ; and in 
the Weſt-Indies, / the Arrival of his 
Catholick Majeſty's Orders at Cartagena ; 
ſhall be referred to Commiſſaries, who 
ſhall be appointed for that purpoſe within 
four Months after the Exchange of the 
Rarifications, and whoſe Deciſions ſhall 
be punctually executed. 

And indeed for my own Part I muſt 
confeſs myſelf ignorant, and I believe 
might challenge the moſt clear-{ighted 
of theſe Gentlemen to ſhew, what other 
Method could poſſibly have been uſed, 
in a Caſe where there muſt of neceſlity 
be ſo great a Variety of Pretenſions, 

C 2 tome 
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ſome of them of ſo long ſtanding, and 
where the Diſtance of Place and Time 4 
alone muſt have made great Alteration P 
with Regard to the Captures and Sei- 
zures, as well as to the ſeveral Proofs. 
The firſt ſeparate Article does moſt 
1 fully ſhew that the Terms of our for- 
4 mer Treaties with SHain are to be the 
N Rule and Meaſure of the Reſtitution 
of all Seizures made upon the breaking 
1 out of Hoſtilities, and of the Repara- ; 
'} tion to be given for the Loſſes ſuſtain- | 
ed at that Time by our Merchants. 
And in the ſecond ſeparate Article it 
is declared that, in Conſequence of the 
foregoing one, a// Ships, Merchandizes, 
and Effets, taken or ſeized, (provided 
it were not por account of unlawful 
Commerce) and which fhall be proved 
by authentick Proofs and Documents 
to have been detained, ſeixed, or con- 
' fiſcated in the Ports of Spain, either 
in Europe or in the Indies, and namely 
the Ship Prince Frederick, and her Car- 
go, if they have not been reſtored alrea- 
dy, ſhall be immediately reſtored in the 
fame Kind, as to thoſe things which 
fall be found ſtill remaining in that 
Condition; or in default thereof, the 
quit and true Value of them according 
10 
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to their Valuation; which, if it was 
not made at the Time, fhall be regu- 
lated by the authentic Informations 
which the Proprietors fhall exhibit to 
the Magiſtrates of the Places and Towns 
where the Scigures Were made. 

And it appears manifeſtly by the 
latter Part of this Article, that Thoſe 
only whoſe Validity may not yet have 
been ſufficiently made out, are to be re- 
ferred to the Examination of the Com- 
miſſaries to do therein according to Right 
upon the Foot of the Treaties. 

And indeed it was but juft that 
theſe Seizures ſhould be diſtinguiſh'd 
by an immediate Reſtitution, ſince the 
Claim of our Merchants is, in this Caſe 
more clear, and leſs liable to diſpute, 
than it can be in the Caſe of Depreda- 
tions committed upon them by private 
Captors ; theſe Ships and Effects having 
not only been ſeized within the Time 
allowed by the Treaties confirmed in 
the foregoing Article for removing 
them from the ſeveral Ports of Hhain, 
but being detain'd for his Catholick 
Majeſty's own Uſe, by his own Officers, 
and in Obedience to particular Orders 
from the Court of Spain. So that the 
laid Ships and Effects, or the Value 

of 
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of them muſt be either in his Maje- 
ſty's own Poſſeſſion, or in the Hands of 
his Officers. | 

So that upon the whole it is evi- 
dent, that our Right to reparation is 
not confined, as has been falſly inſi- 
nuated, to ſuch Loſſes only, as have 
been ſuffered ſince the Year 1727; but 
will extend itielf to any Depredations 
and Violences that we may have fſuf- 
fer'd, in Violation of former Treaties, 
either in Europe or the V -Indies, from 
the Date of the Treaty of Utrecht to 
this preſent Time. 

And it is with the utmoſt Satisfaction 
that I oblerve, that the Readineſs and 
Cordiality with which his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty enter'd into this Treaty, gives us 
great Reaſon to think him ſincerely diſ- 
poſed to fulfil punctually the ſeveral 
Engagements of it; and that, as a farther 
Proof of theſe good Diſpoſitions on the 
Part of Hain, The ſeveral Cedulas for 
the South-Sea Ship, ſor the reſtabliſhing 
their Factories, and delivering their Ef- 
fects, as alſo for the Reſtitution of all 
Prizes taken from our Merchants ſince 
the Arrival of the King of Hains Or- 
ders at Carthagena the 22d of June 

1725, 


(21) 
*Z 1728, have been already actually tran- 
ſſmitted hither from Sev//e. 

It has been urg'd that Ztheſe De- 
mands may be fruſirated by a pretence 
of illicite Trade, ſuch as having one fin- 
gle Piece of Eigbt on Board, When ta- 
ken, which it is ſaid can ſcarce fail 
to happen; In aniwer to this Obje&*- 
on, I ſhall only obſerve, that this can 
never be the Caſe of any Ships that 
traded fairly to our own Ports, and had 
not carry'd on an unlawiul Commerce 
to the Ports of the Spaniyh Meſt-Indies; 
for no Ship that has not been 1o tra- 
ding can be ſeized or confiſcated for 
having Sani“ Money on Board. If 
therefore any Subject of England ſhall 
ſuffer upon this Article, he will ſuffer 
not for want of the King's Care in eſta- 
bliſhing former Treaties, and ſecuring to 
his Subjects the Benefit of them, but 
for wilfully tranſgreſſing Himſelf the 
Articles of Commerce long ſince eſta- 
bliſh'd between the two Nations, and 
indeed between SHain and all other Na- 
tions Who trade with that Kingdom. 

But before I leave this Article, I muſt 
take Notice of that Part of it, which 
relates to the Claim his Catholic k Ma- 
jeſty may have to Recompence for the 
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Span Ships of War, which were taken 
in the Mediterranean in the Year 1718. 
By the Treaty of 1721 it was agreed 
that thoſe Ships ſhould be reſtored; or 
in caſe of their being ſold, the Value of 
them paid in Money to the King of 
Spain. As therefore the King of Spain 
hid agreed, by the firſt Article of this 
- to a Confirmation of the Treaty 
of 52 75 and had conſequently acknow- 
ledged our Right to demand Reſtitution 
of all that we could ever have claim'd in 
purſuance of that Treaty, He, in his 
Turn, pretended to the Reſtitution of 
the Men of War above-mentioned, or 
their Value, by virtue of the fame Trea- 
ty. And this certainly was a Claim, 
which, conſidered abſtractedly ſrom ſome 
Circumſtances which attended that pat 
ticular Caſe, could not have been diſpu- 
ted. Thoſe Circumſtances were, That 
his Catholic K Majeſty did actually ſend 
Commiſſaries in purſuance of the Treaty 
of 1721, to Port Mahon, where the 1aid 
Men of War then lay, to demand the 
Reſtitution of them, and that they were 
really at that Time offcr'd to thoſe Com- 
miſſaries, but reſuſed by them, on Ac- 
count of their being in a decay'd Con- 
dition, and unfit for Service, and were 
upon 


[ 23 ] 


upon that Refuſal, drawn out of the 


Harbour by Order of the Governour, 
and ſunk in the main Sea, This was 
- what was alledged on our Part when the 


preſent Treaty was negociating, but as 


the King of Spain ſtill inſiſted upon his 
Right to the Reſtitution of the ſaid Ships, 


| tho' he was contented to refer that Pre- 


tenſion to the Diſcuſſion of Commiſſa- 


ries, I would fain know upon what 


* Grounds, and by what Rule of Juſtice, 


his Majeſty could have refuſed to com- 
ply with this Requeſt ; ſince it is noto- 
rious that the Ships to which Spain was 
intitled by the fifth Article of the Trea- 
ty of 1721 were never actually reſtored, 
and his Catholick Majeſty has at leaſt a 
Right to have the Reaſons, why they 
were not reſtored, examin'd into. And 
there was the leis Pretence for declining 
this Diſcuſſion, becauſe we were ſure 
that it would upon Examination appear 
that it was the Fault of the Spaniards 


only that thoſe Ships were not put into 
their Poſſeſſion. 


Having thus given my Sentiments upon 
the Treaty lately concluded at Sevi//e, and 
proved it to be juſt, honourable and ad- 
vantageous, I cannot omit making one 
Obſervation in order to ſhew his Majc- 
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ſty's Goodneſs to his Brit; Subjects up- 
on this Occaſion. His Majeſty by his 
wiſe and ſteady Conduct had given ſo 
happy a Turn to the Affairs of Europe, 
that the Courts of ienna and Madrid 
were equally deſirous of being reconcil'd 
to him ; and his Majeſty's preferring an 
Alliance with $pazn, is a ſtrong Proof that 
the Intereſts of Great Britain have the 
chief Place in his Thoughts. His Maje- 
ity might certainly have promiſed him- 
{elf not only Security, but even great 
Advantages to his German Territories, 
from a Reconciliation with the Empe- 
ror ; and on the contrary, he may now 
perhaps meet with Marks of Reſentment 
in thoſe Quarters. Seckendorf/ will with- 
out doubt be again called upon to exert 
the Authority which he pretends to have 
gain'd over his Prufian Majeſty, to in- 
duce him toquarrel once more with thoſe 
to whom he ought by all the Ties of 
Blood, Intereit, and Religion, to be moſt 
clolely united. But the Conſideration 
of theſe Dangers made no Impreſſion 
upon his Majeſty, nor did in the leaſt 
influence his Determination as to the 
Part he was to take; He ſaw that Great 
Britain as to herſelf, would have nothing 
to apprehend from the Emperor after his 

Se pa- 
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Separation from his Catholick BT 
and the Adyantages accruing to this 
tion in Point of 'Trade and Commerce, 
were too obvious for Him to heſitate a 


; | 


4— 


Moment in cloſing with Spain. 

What I have juſt mentioned concerning 
Pruſſia, leads me to reflect a little upon 
what has paſs'd ſo lately with Relation 
to that Court, which furniſhes us with 
ſuch a remarkable Inſtance of the ill 
Diſpoſitions and Deſigns of theſe Gentle- 
men, that if it were not already too pub- 
lick and notorious, I ſhould be glad, for 
the Honour of my Country, to peſs it 
over in Silence, Upon the firſt Proſpect 
of an Accommodation with Hain, their 
Attention and Hopes were immediately 
fixed upon the King of Pruf/a, and be- 
ing apprehenſive that they ſhould ſoon 


be driven frem the Congreſs at S9fors, 


they reſolved to take Refuge in that at 
Brunſwick. And tho, at the time when 
the King of Pruſſia eſpousd the Intereſts 
of England, by entring into the Hano- 
ver Alliance, they could not prevail 
upon themſelves to treat him with com- 
mon Decency, but repreſented him as a 
weak and nnprofitable Ally, one that 
would rather be an Expence, than of real 
Service to any Cauſe that he engaged in, 
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yet, thoſe very Perſons, upon the firſt 
News of the late Differences between his 
Majeſty and the Court of Berlin, imme- 
diately began to alter their Language: 
The King of Pruſia was now become 
the Hero of Tho/e who had before ſo 
ſhamefully ridicul'd him. At the ſame 
time the juſt Meaſures his Majeſty was 
taking for procuring the Reſtitution of 
ſome of his Subjects, who had been for- 
cibly carried out of his Dominions, were 
repreſented as Acts of Hoſtility ; and by 
a new Method of Reaſoning, his Majetty 
was declared the Aggreſſor for having 
only us'd Reprizals. 

In the mean while his Majeſty's Allies 
were told that they were not oblig'd to 
take Part in this Quarrel, nor were at all 
concern'd in the Conſequences of it. In 
ſhort, no Arguments were omitted that 
might provoke or encourage the King of 
Pruſſia to a Rupture. Thus did theſe 
faithful Subjects, on one Hand, endea- 
vour to raiſe an Enemy againſt his Maje- 
{ty, and on the other, to deprive him of 
all Hopes of Aſſiſtance. The Event in- 
deed did not anſwer their wicked Expec- 
tat ions, for the Storm which then threat-= 
ned his Majeſty's Dominions was ſo hap- 
pily diſſipated, that it only gave him an 
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Opportunity of ſhewing his own perſonal 
Reſolution, and of receiving the moſt 
glorious Proots of the Zeal and Fidelity 
of his Allies. 

For my own Part I muſt confeſs 1 
cannot ſee how it can be the Duty of 
an Engliſhman to encourage foreign Pow- 
ers to invade the King's German Domi- 
nions, and to excite the neighbouring 
Princes to oppreſs a People merely be- 
cauſe they acknowledge the ſame So- 
vereign that we do. That Country, 
Barren and Deſpicable as it has been 
repreſented, has ſurely the common 
Claim of all Proteſtant Nations to our 
Favour and good Wiſhes, if not to our 
Protection; the laſt as well as the pre- 
ſent Parliament have declared themſelves 
to be in this Way of thinking, and we 
need not ſurely repine at their Quiet, 
nor are we under any Temptation to 
diſturb it. I hope therefore that the 
malicious Deſire which theſe falſe Pa- 
triots haye ſhewn to diſtreſs the King's 
Affairs there, will have no other Ef- 
ie& than to open the Eyes of thoſe 
who have been deceived by their ſpe- 
cious Pretences of Loyalty and Affection 
for His Majeſty ; and it may reaſonably 
be Ma a, that the complailant Per- 
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ſon, who once condeſcended to make 
a private Submiſſion in the laſt Reign 
ior ſome free Expreflions that fell from 
him in publick, upon a Subject not very 
unlike that which I have been now trea- 
ting of, will think this a proper Occa- 
ſion for ſhewing once more his great 
Addreſs in making Recantations. 

After all, if this Gentleman and his 
Aſſociates ſhould find themſelves pre- 
cluded by an Accommodation of all 
our Differences Abroad from their late 
Favourite Topicks, I ſhall not be ſur- 
prized to ſee them fall again into their 
uſual Declamation upon weak and cor- 
rupt Miniſters ; though ſuch a Charge 
upon thoſe who have the Honour to 
be employ'd by His Majeſty, may ſeem 
a little unſeaſonable at a Time when we 
are reaping the Fruits of their Abilities 
and Integrity. 

And if an Imputation of that k ind be- 
longed ever ſo juſtly to them, yet it 
could ſcarce come with a good Grace 
from thoſe who are ſo fond of fixing it 
upon them. If I had either Leiſure or 
Inclination to examine into the Bchavi- 
our of the only one of this Cabal, Who 
was ever in a Station, that could give 


him the leaſt Appearance of being at the 
Head 


E 

Head of Affairs, I believe I could pro- 
duce as ſtrong Inſtances not only of 
Want of Capacity, but of every Virtue 
which can qualify a Man for a public 
Employment, as the weakeſt and moſt 
wicked Adminiſtration was ever accuſed 
of. And I am very ſorry to ſay, that his 
Conduct ſince the Time of his withdraw- 
ing from the juſt Puniſhment, which his 
injur'd Country was preparing for him, 
has not given the leaſt Reaſon to think 
that either his Judgment or his Morals 
are at all improy'd by the Misfortunes 
in which his Folly and the moſt profli- 
gate Diſregard of all that is held ſacred 
amongſt other Men, had inyoly'd him. 
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